REPORT OF THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE TO THE SELECT BOARD

AND RESIDENTS OF HADLEY
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Old Hadley Cemetery
The Cemetery Committee advises and assists the Cemetery Division of the Department of Public Works which operates and manages five historic town cemeteries dating back to the 17th century, including the Old Hadley, Hockanum, North Hadley, Russellville and Plainville cemeteries. 

2019 Projects and Activities
In 2019, Mary Thayer joined the committee as representative for the Hockanum Cemetery, replacing Merle Buckhout who resigned after many years of faithful service. We thank Merle for her outstanding and long term service to the committee and the town.  We are also looking for a new member for the North Hadley Cemetery. 
Two projects funded by Community Preservation funds were completed in 2019:

            Restoration of historic gravestones at the Hockanum Cemetery

Gravestone assessment surveys of the Plainville, Russellville, North Hadley, and Old 
Hadley (Center Portion) to determine restoration work at these cemeteries.  
In 2019, we received  Community Preservation Committee and Town Meeting approval for undertaking gravestone restoration work at the Old Hadley and Plainville cemeteries as well as 

approval to conduct a study of restoration alternatives for the Hockanum Cemetery Stone Fence. 

Removal of several dead trees and pruning of others at the Old Hadley and North Hadley cemeteries was undertaken in early 2019.   

American flags were placed at veterans' graves for Memorial Day with the assistance of Hadley Girl Scouts, Ted Buckhout and Gary Berg.  We started work on compiling a master list of the approximately 350 veterans graves in the town cemeteries.   The committee gave tours of the Hockanum Cemetery as part of Barstow's Hockanum Village Day. 

As of  July 1, 2019, the town completed the transition to the new Cemetery Division in DPW for operation and management of the town cemeteries. The committee handled several requests for historical/family information at the cemeteries and up to July assisted families in arranging for burials, purchase of lots and/or installation of memorial stones and markers.  DPW is now the primary point of contact for lot sales, burials and  memorial stone locations.    

Looking ahead in 2020
We expect that gravestone restoration work at the Old Hadley and Plainville cemeteries will be undertaken and completed by the end of 2020.   We also plan to schedule a one day workshop conducted by a professional conservator on gravestone preservation and  restoration.  
The committee expects to prepare requests for gravestone restoraton at the North Hadley and Russellville cemeteries for consideration by the Community Preservation Committee and Town Meeting in Fall 2020.   

We will continue to work with DPW to improve and digitize cemetery information and records and to investigate alternatives for repair of Hockanum stone fence.
Our thanks to Hadley Department of Public Works and Cemetery Division foreman Gary Berg who have now taken over the day to day job of operating and maintaining the town cemeteries. 

We also deeply appreciate the support and interest of the Community Preservation Committee and Town Meeting in keeping our historic town cemeteries safe, beautiful and respectful.  

The Cemetery Committee can be contacted by calling the Public Works Department office.

Respectfully submitted,

Town of Hadley Cemetery Committee:



Alan Weinberg      Chair and Old Hadley

Mary Thayer         Hockanum


Diane Stengle 
      Russellville

Emily Remer
      Plainville

(vacant)
      North Hadley


